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History of Technology in Hip-Hop Music
[bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract
Hip-hop music is said to have originated in the 19th and 20th centuries, and it has continued to flourish and evolve in the present day. What began in the street 40 years ago has boiled into a particular movement and an influential culture. Hip-hop is said to have originated in New York among Latin blacks[footnoteRef:1]. The street culture was the foundation of hip-hop music. During the early years of hip-hop, the actual creators of the arts were noticed through the medium used to relay the music; they included taggers, breakers, rapping, and break dancing. Hip-hop has grown tremendously to the extent that it's internationally known[footnoteRef:2]. The research examines the history of music technology, in particular, hip-hop music, and it explains in detail the influences that technology has brought in to the study also explores the history of hip-hop in regards to technology. [1:  Crooke 66]  [2:  Crooke 66] 



Introduction
Hip-hop origins go way back in the mid-1970s. The roots of the music lay at the connection of political protest movements of people of color in the early 1970s and the improvised ghettos of urban America. Hip-hop is described as a culture of the Latin and Africa-America youths who were centered at the Bronx. Hip-hop consisted of different youth cultures Such as, New Yorkers who were the graffiti artists, break-dancers, turntablists, and youth emcees. Over the years, the art became more and more popular, and the culture grew from the localized urban pastime activity to a multi-billion-dollar industry. The culture is now amid the rainbow of economic, generational, and ethnic diversity where technology has been embraced and has significantly contributed to the evolution of hip-hop music. The objective of this research is to determine the history of music technology in hip-hop and how it has evolved over the years and how it will continue to gain significant significance in the coming years. Hip-hop music has, with the help of technology, revolutionized the music industry by creating new genres of music that have become popular. This is evident due to the evolved process of composing music that has been stream-lined in the technical aspects of composition. This has led to opening more doors of opportunity to both originality and creativity.
Literature Review
Compared to other genres in music, hip-hop is generally a new musical genre. The technology surrounding hip-hop is being studied, and a few have been published.[footnoteRef:3] Research on how technology has served as a vehicle for the next stage of hip-hop music. The novelty of hip-hop technology as an academic pursuit can be described as positive and negative. However, any of the sources are from an insider perspective. It is common to find statements such as “I was brought up in hip-hop world….” Or “hip-hop is our culture…”.Authors of hip-hop, such as Robin Kelley and Michael Eric, have addressed the evolution of music through technology, and they have discussed the different forms of development from the storytelling, the poetry of Langston Hughes 1970s, to the music tradition of the Jamaican people. [3:  Mantie 78
] 

The technological evolution of hip-hop music
A variety of sources have analyzed hip-hop technological evolution; some include who have used collective memories and histories so that they can investigate the history of hip-hop. Several sources, such as[footnoteRef:4][footnoteRef:5]shared the baseline of the stories. Technologies in hip-hop music develop at different times, but they all were connected to a way people could still connect to hip-hop. For instance, forms of urban dances were present during the Bronx time, but the particular style breaking-dance was created to match the beats of the 80s music. Jamaican DJ is credited to be the first person to the traditional Jamaican toasting to clubs. [4:  Mantie 79
]  [5:  Crooke 66
] 

Another technological innovation from mid-1979 occurred in Djing, where a specific toggle switch was added to the double turntable, and it allowed a single turntable to provide the sounds necessary during mixing. This technique was introduced by pioneering Dj Joseph Sadler, who, at that time, was known as a grandmaster. Another Dj discovered that one could manipulate the speed of the record and even stop it from playing when a small backward segment is turned backward. This technique was later known as scratching. The final hip-hop music innovation in the 1970s came when before rap music broke out of the ghettos into stations; this was the usage of the beatbox to create specific sounds that were textured and percussion[footnoteRef:6]. Over the years, new technology was built upon each other and hip-hop DJs had to spend more time creating music. By the end of the 1980s, duos and groups had become the norm of many hip-hop music. [6:  Mantie 79
] 

Influence of technology to hip-hop music
Technology facilitated the growth of hip-hop music from the innovation of the new box. The first radio hits widened the audience of the industry. The music industry took note, and the hip-hop entrepreneur spirit was formed[footnoteRef:7]. Due to hip-hop music, icons can quickly assemble a full studio that is functional and ready for practice before they head to any commercial studio for recording. The original hip-hop stars broke musical traditions and created new music videos. The stars looked to music to provide entertainment and distract them from the horrible condition they were in. Over the year, due to technology hip-hop lyric video has improved; technology has enabled the improvement of different aspects of hip-hop music. [7:  Flores 4; King,162] 

Hip-hop music has generated great benefits by incorporating high-quality equipment. The industry has seen both improvements of old hip-hop instruments and the introduction of new materials that perform better. The genre had advanced in regards to higher quality sound systems and advanced control devices, for instance, mixers and music selection equipment. With technology, there had been a reduction of conflicts in hip-hop music; this is due to the issues of piracy of other people's music. Many researchers, such as have documented that people are required to cater for licenses so that they can play local music on their businesses. This has reduced the number of conflicts compared to other years where hip-hop music had no hip patent, and anyone could access the music with no cost needed to be paid.
Methodology
Several studies were used to explore the research about hip-hop music and technology used in it. Qualitative methods were used to examine the history of music technology in hip-hop music. The use of online journals, articles are among the methods used to explore why technology influences hip-hop music[footnoteRef:8]. By incorporating these methods in the research, different issues were analyzed in the articles in regards to technological impacts on the popular rap songs found on a billboard over the past decade and compared with some of the hop songs found in the 1970s. Most of the sources have explained how technology increases the many channels to sell hip-hop music and also ways in which revenue can be generated. In the 19th century, hip-hop artist has few channels to sell their music, but over the years, channels have increased, and through technology, there is the production of high-quality music and videos. [8:  Flores 66
] 

Research Analysis
History of music technology in hip-hop is analyzed in the various sources found on the internet. Using these online sources found, some of the technological impacts explored the historical evolution of hip-hop music and by examining old hip-hop videos. The songs were obtained from various internet sources, and they were all categorized according to their quality, images, and lyrics.
Using some of the online resources, a study was examined 20 hip-hop songs 10 of the songs were in the 1970s while the other ten were ranging from the last two decades.; the lyrics all had a connection since they all may want to relay the same message to the public. However, what made the difference was the technological difference in the songs. The last decade songs had good sound systems and visual compared to the 1970s songs. This makes it more evident that the technical history in music is drastic and it shows that hip-hop music has experienced enormous growth over the years
Findings
The findings from this research support the concept that technology promotes the spread of hip-hop. Most studies support that the technology in hip-hop music has helped in advancing the artist. All forms of technology that was used in hip-hop are connected to musical and technological creativity. Technology in hip-hop changes the way musicians produced their music[footnoteRef:9].  This is because technology affects call forms of music reproduction examples, music edition, and acoustic effect application. All studies used in the research have illustrated how technology has had significant impacts in the hip-hop industry. [9:  Sirois 162
] 

These findings indicate that technology contributed to numerous album releases of hip-hop icons, making them earn a billion dollars. In 2000, many signed the telecommunication act, which was made to the law in 1996, and its main aim was to reduce the amount of piracy happening in the country. This act enables the musicians to have the right to sell music and also prevented anyone from accessing their music. It is also evident that the impact of hip-hop as a music industry began to take hold due to technology.[footnoteRef:10] MTV promoted the dissemination of hip-hop culture, and it acted as a channel to encourage young fresh hip-hop artists. This evolution was connected with the need to create hip-hop culture in young children. [10:  Sirois 162
] 

Conclusion
Hip-hop is a wide known culture, and it changes a lot. The comparisons between 1970s hip-hop and recent hip-hop songs are striking. However, they are all similar in regards to people going to the same concept being played, all songs and children singing to the old hip-hop songs. Talking about hip-hop technological evolution will deal with frequent changes in hip-hop music and also tremendous benefits that have been experienced through technological advancement in the industry. Most people want to talk about the fantastic music in hip-hop while having pride in their culture since they were either born.


Works Cited
Crooke, Alexander Hew Dale. "Music technology and the Hip-hop beat making tradition: A history and typology of equipment for music therapy." (2018).
Flores, Lucien J. "Hip-hop is for everybody: Examining the roots and growth of hip-hop." Inquiries Journal 4.05 (2012).
King, Andrew. "The student prince: music-making with technology." Creativities, Technologies, and Media in Music Learning and Teaching: An Oxford Handbook of Music Education 5 (2018): 162.
Mantie, Roger. "Thinking about music and technology." The Oxford Handbook of Technology and Music Education (2017): 15.
Sirois, Andr. Hip-hop DJs and the Evolution of Technology: Cultural Exchange, Innovation, and Democratization. Peter Lang International Academic Publishers, 2016.
